1576]     The Earl of Leicester s Patronage.      93

virtuous life and good action as its proper orna-
ments ; still less, that virtuous life and good action
could be crippled or contaminated, or could be in
any risk of being injured, by association with and
dependence on such a head. Of Leicester Eliza-
beth once said, on receiving from him a letter asking
pardon for having offended her, and praying to be
reinstated in her favour, that he " did mistake the
chameleon's property, who doth change into all
colours, according to the object, save white, which
is innocency." Leicester's vices were notorious,
and though they may have been exaggerated by
his enemies, they could not but be patent to his
friends; yet people of much purer life and much
finer taste than Queen Elizabeth forgave him and
ignored them.

If Philip Sidney suffered strangely little, more-
over, from a moral point of view, through depend-
ence on his uncle, and if this uncle was in many
ways very helpful to him in his progress as a
courtier, we must not lose sight of the fact that his
relations with Leicester did not in all respects con-
duce to his worldly advantage. It certainly cannot
have been on the score of virtuous life or good
action that Lord Burghley preferred to Philip Sid-
ney, as a husband for his daughter Anne, the Earl
of Oxford, notorious as a libertine and a scoundrel
even in 1571, when he was but one-and-thirty.
But at that time and always Burghley disliked and
mistrusted Leicester, was constantly on the watch
for his downfall, and, as a matter of State interest,
was not unwilling to assist it on occasion; and we